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EDUCATION

Bachelor of Arts, Psychology, cum laude, Queens College, City University of New York, NY,
2009

Master of Science, Biobehavioral Health, College of Health and Human Development, The
Pennsylvania State University, PA, 2011

Doctor of Philosophy, Biobehavioral Health, College of Health and Human Development, The
Pennsylvania State University, PA, 2013

T32 Postdoctoral Fellow in HIV/STD Prevention, Division of Infectious Diseases, UNC School
of Medicine and Department of Health Behavior, Gillings School of Global Public Health,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, NC, 2013-2016. Supported by NIAID (Al 07001-34;
PI Miller).

K99 Postdoctoral Fellow in HIV/STD Prevention — Department of Health Behavior, Gillings
School of Global Public Health, The University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC, 2016-2017.
Supported by NIMH (K9Q9MH110343; PI: Conserve)

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

Associate Professor (with tenure) — Department of Prevention and Community Health, Milken
Institute School of Public Health, The George Washington University, Washington, DC, 2020-
present

Assistant Professor- Department of Health Promotion, Education, and Behavior, Arnold
School of Public Health, University of South Carolina, SC, 2018 - 2020

Clinical Assistant Professor - Department of Health Promotion, Education, and Behavior,
Arnold School of Public Health, University of South Carolina, SC, 2017 - 2018

Research Associate - Department of Health Promotion, Education, and Behavior, Arnold
School of Public Health, University of South Carolina, SC, 2016 — 2017

Adjunct Assistant Professor- Department of Health Behavior, Gillings School of Global Public
Health, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, NC, 2018-present

HONORS AND AWARDS

2020 2020 Emerging Professional — Graduate Degree Award — College of Health and
Human Development — The Pennsylvania State University

2019-present NIH HIV Intervention Science Training Program — Columbia University

2018-2019  NIH/NHLBI Peer Mentor Program — New York University

2016- 2017  NIH/NHLBI Program to Increase Diversity Among Individuals Engaged in Health
Research Fellow- New York University

2016 Infectious Diseases Society of America, IDWeek Trainee Award



2016 NIH National Research Mentoring Network Fellow — Tufts University

2016 NIH National Research Mentoring Network Fellow — University of Minnesota

2016 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, New Connections Research Symposium
Travel Award

2015-Present NIH/NIMHD Health Disparities Research Loan Repayment Program Awardee

2014-2017 UNC Center for AIDS Research, Junior Investigator Award

2013-2016  NIH UNC HIV/STD T32 Training Grant, Postdoctoral Fellow

2012 Selected as Emerging Scholar by Haitian Studies Association

2007-2008  NIH-funded Minority Health and Health Disparities International Research
Training (MIHRT) Fellowship, The Pennsylvania State University & University of

Cape Town
2009 Selected as Distinguished Scholar by Minority Access to Research Career
(MARC)
2009 The Chaney — Goodman — Schwerner Award, Queens College
2008 NIH NIMHD The Science of Eliminating Health Disparities, Travel Award
2007 SEEK Leader for Academic Achievement, Queens College

2005-2009  Queens College Dean’s List
2007-2009  NIH-funded Minority Access to Research Career - Undergraduate Student
Training for Academic Research (MARC-USTAR) Fellowship

GRANTS AWARDED

Developing Confirmatory HIV Testing and Linkage to Care Intervention Strategies for
Men in Tanzania

Dates: 1/5/22 -12/31/22

Sponsoring Agency: DC Center for AIDS Research

Yearly Direct Costs: $50,000

Role: Principal Investigator (10% FTE)

Objectives: The proposed project aims to use Intervention Mapping (IM), which is a multistep
theory-based intervention development process, to develop the Self-Testing Education and
Promotion+ (STEP+) intervention to support confirmatory HIV testing and linkage to care for
male partners who self-test and receive a positive self-test result at home.

Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics for Underserved Populations (RADx-UP) Coordination
and Data Collection Center (CDCC)

Dates: 9/01/20-8/31/24

Sponsoring Agency: NIH/NIMHHD:1U24MD016258-01

Yearly Direct Costs: $4,675,007

Role: Co-investigator (10% FTE)

Objective: Using a community-centered approach, we will establish an effective, flexible,
participatory, and sustainable CDCC that will serve as the infrastructure to maximize the
community impact of projects in the RADx-UP consortia.

RADx-UP Say Yes COVID Test Study (NIH COVID-19 Home Testing Pilot)
Dates: 02/01/21 — 08/15/22

Sponsoring Agency: NIH/NIMHHD 3U24MD016258-01S1

Yearly Direct Costs: $4,675,007

Role: Co-investigator (10% FTE)



Objective: We will evaluate a public health intervention combining frequent at-home testing with
broad community engagement strategies to reduce SARS-CoV-2 virus transmission and assess
human behavior factors affecting viral testing.

Assessment of Case Manager Intervention Dosage Impact on Viral Suppression among
Men Who Have Sex with Men: A Mixed Method Study — HPTN 078

Dates: 1/1/21 — 12/31/22

Sponsor: NIH HIV Prevention Trials Network

Yearly Direct Costs: $95,000

Role: HPTN Scholar — Principal Investigator (30%FTE)

Objective: The aims of the study are to (1) assess factors associated with choosing a high,
medium, or low intervention dosage level and (2) examine the difference in viral suppression
among participants who chose a high, medium, and low dosage level, and (3) and qualitatively
explore participants’ experiences with linkage to care, adherence, and the CM intervention
based on their intervention dosage level.

HPTN 096 Pilot Phase: Getting to Zero among Black MSM in the American South: Testing
the Efficacy of an Integrated Intervention Strategy

Dates: 9/1/21 — 8/31/22

Sponsor: NIH HIV Prevention Trials Network

Yearly Direct Costs: $7,000,000

Role: HPTN Scholar Co-Investigator

Objective: The purpose of this study is to evaluate an integrated, population-based approach
designed to reduce human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) incidence among Black men who have
sex with men (MSM) in the southern US by increasing HIV testing, uptake and use of pre-
exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) among Black MSM living without HIV, and viral suppression rates
among Black MSM living with HIV.

Acceptability and Feasibility of Unsupervised HIV Self-Testing among Networks of Men in
Tanzania

Dates: 8/01/18-7/31/22

Sponsoring Agency: NIH/NIMH: ROOMH110343

Yearly Direct Costs: $169,964

Role: Principal Investigator (75% FTE)

Objective: This project aims to develop, implement, and evaluate the efficacy of a peer-led HIV
self-testing intervention versus standard of care on HIV testing and linkage to care among social
networks of men.

ITEST: Innovative Tools to Expand Youth-Friendly HIV Self-Testing

Dates: 9/1/18 — 8/31/23

Sponsoring Agency: NIH/NICHD: UG/H3HD096929-01

Yearly Direct Costs: $1,162,764

Role: Consultant

Objective: The goal of this project is to create innovative tools to expand youth-friendly HIVST
using crowdsourcing and apprenticeships designed for youth by youth themselves in Nigeria.
This work will expand research on implementation science by addressing the role of
participation, innovation, and entrepreneurship may play in sustaining youth-led implementation
and dissemination of evidenced-based HIVST strategies in Nigeria.



PENDING GRANT

MyHealthCard: An Integrated Data Application Platform to Improve HIV Care Cascade
and HIV Health Outcomes

Dates: 7/1/22 — 6/30/27

Sponsoring Agency: NIH/NICHD: R21/R33HD110139

Role: MPI

Objective: In phase 1, we will develop core implementation strategies to enhance adoption of
HealthPro® and test their feasibility and acceptability at 21 comprehensive HIV treatment
centers (NISA-MIRCs) in Niferia. In phase 2, we will test the effectiveness and impact of
HealthPro® on HIV care cascade outcomes (retention, treatment adherence, and viral
suppression) and HIV health outcomes (new infections among infants born to HIV-infected
mothers).

GRANTS CONCLUDED

The Unitaid/PSI HIV Self-Testing Africa (STAR) Initiative: South Africa Implementation
Dates: 8/01/17-12/30/20

Sponsoring Agency: Unitaid: 017-17-SFH-STAR

Yearly Direct Costs: $1,038,129

Role: Consultant

Objective: The Self-test Africa (STAR) Initiative is the largest evaluation of HIV self-testing
(HIVST) in Africa to date and aims to scale up HIVST in six sub-Saharan African countries
and inform WHO normative guidance and support the development of national-level policy on
HIVST.

Community Perceptions of and Strategies to Increase HIV Self-Testing Kit Use in the
North Carolina

Dates: 1/01/20-12/31/20

Sponsoring Agency: University of South Carolina

Yearly Direct Costs: $1,000

Role: Mentor

Objective: The project aims to assess the perceptions of HIV and HIV self-testing among Black
men in North Carolina and strategies to decrease the stigma surrounding HIV testing and reach
more members of the community to consider self-testing methods.

Formative Research to Test the Feasibility and Acceptability of Supervised HIV self-
testing among Young Men in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Dates: 10/2015- 4/31/18

Sponsoring Agency: UNC Center for AIDS Research

Yearly Direct Costs: $25,324

Role: Principal Investigator

Objective: The goal of this project was to conduct mixed-methods formative research to inform
the development and implementation of an HIV self-testing intervention among networks of men
in Tanzania

Acceptability and Feasibility of Unsupervised HIV self-testing among Networks of Men in
Tanzania
Dates: 8/01/16-7/31/18



Sponsoring Agency: NIH/NIMH: K99MH110343

Yearly Direct Costs: $88,000

Role: Principal Investigator

Objective: This project aimed to conduct formative research to assess the pilot an
unsupervised HIV self-testing acceptability and feasibility intervention among networks of men
who socialize in organized social groups referred to as “camps” in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Linkages Across the Continuum of HIV Services for Key populations Affected by HIV
(LINKAGES Project for USAID Mission in Haiti)

Dates: 07/03/14-01/31/19

Sponsoring Agency: USAID

Yearly Direct Costs: $25,000,000

Role: Consultant

Objective: This USAID-funded contract drew on resources at the University of North Carolina
(UNC), FHI360, and IntraHealth to reduce loss-to-follow-up along the HIV testing, linkage and
care cascade in Africa and Southeast Asia and Haiti.

A Multilevel Intervention to Reduce HIV Risk among Networks of Men in Tanzania
Dates: 07/16/12-03/31/17

Sponsoring Agency: NIH/NIMH 1R01MH098690-01

Yearly Direct Costs: $475,595

Role: Postdoctoral Fellow

Objective: The goal of this cluster-randomized trial was to evaluate the efficacy of a multilevel
intervention to reduce HIV risk and perpetration of gender-based violence among social
networks of young men in Dar es Salaam.

Acceptability and Feasibility of Peer Educators to Promote HIV Self-Testing Among
Networks of Men in Tanzania

Dates: 4/19/19 — 3/31/20

Sponsoring Agency: University of South Carolina

Yearly Direct Costs: $2,500

Role: Mentor

Objective: The goal of this project was to assess the acceptability and feasibility of the peer
educators component of the HIV Self-Testing Education and Promotion (STEP) project.

Formative Research to Test Acceptability of an HIV Self-Testing Virtual Reality (VR)
Intervention among Young Black Heterosexual Men in North Carolina

Dates: 10/1/17-7/31/19

Sponsoring Agency: North Carolina Translational and Clinical Sciences Institute

Yearly Direct Costs: $2,000

Role: Principal Investigator

Objective: The objective of the study was to assess the acceptability of an HIV self-testing VR
program among young heterosexual black men in North Carolina.

Positioning USC for Global Prominence in Research on Prevention and Management of
Chronic Disease

Dates: 07/2017-06/2018

Sponsoring Agency: University of South Carolina

Yearly Direct Costs: $100,000

Role: Co-Investigator



Objective: The goals of the sub-project were to adapt and pilot-test Malawi’s intervention
RETAIN for engaging male partners in the support and care of HIV-positive women in Haiti
receiving antiretroviral treatment.

Examining the psychosocial, cultural, and sexual experiences of HIV-positive Haitian
immigrants in New York.

Dates: 06/1/12 — 12/20/13

Sponsoring Agency: The Pennsylvania State University

Yearly Direct Costs: $4,000

Role: Principal Investigator

Objective: The purpose of this project was to examine the psychosocial, cultural, and sexual
experience

of HIV-positive Haitian immigrants in New York.
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global health challenges are used to examine sociopolitical, advocacy, policy,
organizational, and programmatic actions by governmental, non-governmental,
and international institutions aiming to improve health in low- and middle-income
countries.

Pennsylvania State University | Department of Biobehavioral Health

Research Strategies for Studying Biobehavioral Health (BBH 310, 3 credit
hours)

Course Instructor

Summer 2012, 2013

Surveys the various research methodologies used in biomedical research,
including case, epidemiological, quasi-experimental and experimental
approaches.

Research and Applications in Biobehavioral Health (BBH 411, 3 credit

Teaching Assistant
Spring 2011, Fall 2011, Spring 2012, Fall 2012
Research methods, multi-level analyses and applications in biobehavioral health

Research Strategies for Studying Biobehavioral Health (BBH 310, 3 credit
hours)

Teaching Assistant

Fall 2009, Spring 2010, Fall 2010

Surveys the various research methodologies used in biomedical research,
including case, epidemiological, quasi-experimental and experimental
approaches.

Introduction to Biobehavioral Health (BBH 101, 3 credit hours)

Teaching Assistant
Fall 2009
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Description:  Introduction to an interdisciplinary study of health

GUEST LECTURES

Developing and Submitting a NIH K99/R00 Pathway to Independence Award, Oregon State
University, School of Social and Behavioral Health Sciences, College of Public Health and
Human Sciences, Corvallis, OR, Graduate Course, (for Prof. M. Margaret Dolcini)

NIH K99/R00 Pathway to Independence Grant Writing Journey, Saint Louis University,
Department of Behavioral Science and Health Education, College for Public Health and Social
Justice, Graduate Course, Fall 2019, 2020 (for Prof. Juliet Iwelunmor).

Addressing Disparities in HIV Testing Services Access for Men in Tanzania, University of South
Carolina, Department of Health Promotion, Education, and Behavior, Arnold School of Public
Health Columbia, SC, Undergraduate Course, Spring 2019 (for Prof. Lucy Ingram)

Engaging Networks of Men to Promote HIV Self-Testing in Tanzania: An Application of the
Diffusion of Innovation Theory, University of South Carolina, Department of Health Promotion,
Education, and Behavior, Columbia, SC, Undergraduate & Graduate Course, Fall 2017 (for
Prof. Spencer Moore)

Mixed Methods Research, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Department of Health
Behavior, Chapel Hill, NC, Master’s Course, Spring 2015 (for Prof. Suzanne Maman)

STUDENTS & TRAINEES: ADVISING/MENTORING

Undergraduate Students
Noah Thompson, Acceptability and Feasibility of Peer Educators to Promote HIV Self-Testing
Among Networks of Men in Tanzania. University of South Carolina. Completed
Julianna Vargo, Community Perceptions on HIV Self-Testing and Strategies to Increase Self-
Testing Kit Use University of South Carolina. Completed

Masters Students Supervised
Frank Mhando, The Contribution of Microfinance and Peer Health Education for HIV testing
and General Health Seeking Behavior among Men in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. University of
Dar es Salaam. Completed
Wynton, Sims, Comfort Level of Men in Giving or Receiving an HIV Self-Test Kit to or from a
Peer: Findings from the Tanzania STEP Project. University of Alabama School of Public Health.
Completed
Dissertation Chair
Dawit Alemu, Women'’s Socio-economic Empowerment and Uptake of HIV testing in Ethiopia.
Department of Health Promotion, Education, and Behavior, University of South Carolina.
Completed
Dissertation co-Chair
Akeen Hamilton, Knowledge of Prior use, and Willingness to use Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
(PrEP) among Heterosexual Black Men in the United States and Tanzania. Department of
Health Promotion, Education, and Behavior, University of South Carolina. Expected May 2021
Graduation
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Dissertation Committee Member
Wendi Da, Applying the Health Action Progress Approach in Program Evaluation of a Theory-
based Parental HIV Disclosure Intervention Among Parents Living With HIV in China.
Department of Health Promotion, Education, and Behavior, University of South Carolina.
Completed

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

2014 National Institute of Mental Health Workshop for Early Stage Research
Investigators.
Rockville, MD
2012 Compact for Faculty Diversity Institute on Teaching and Mentoring. Tampa, FL
2012 The Academy for Future Science Faculty. Chicago, IL
2011 Great Lakes Alliance for Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences (GLASS)

Alliance for Graduate Education and the Professoriate (AGEP), Graduate
Student Research Symposium. Chicago, IL

2008 National Advisory Council on Minority Health and Health Disparities
(NACMHD) Meeting. Silver Spring, MD

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS

Languages
e Fluent in English and Haitian Kreyol
e Proficient in French

Quantitative Data Analysis Software
e SPSS, Dedoose, ATLAS
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