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Mission: 

The mission of the Global Health Epidemiology and Disease Control Program is to prepare the next 

generation of global health professionals to develop and rigorously appraise programs for the control of 

infectious and chronic diseases as well as injuries informed by a thorough assessment of the best available 

evidence. This will provide students with requisite skills to effectively contribute to improved program 

performance, and better decisions and policies for investment of scarce resources in low- and middle-

income countries and in underserved communities around the world. 

 

Goals: 

The goals of the Global Health Epidemiology and Disease Control Program are to prepare students to be 

applied epidemiologists in public health program implementation and evaluation who know how to: 

● Utilize epidemiological tools to generate evidence on interventions targeted to infectious and 

chronic disease/injury control. 

● Work within real-world settings to strengthen methodological rigor of program priority setting 

and evaluation. 

● Generate and use data for assessing burden of disease, determining efficacy and effectiveness of 

interventions for infectious/chronic diseases and injuries. 

● Translate evidence to support program and health systems improvements and policy 

recommendations. 

● Communicate the results of research to a broad set of constituents. 

 
Program Competencies: 

● Conduct and interpret data analyses from epidemiological studies to address research questions.  

Relevant courses: 

o PUBH 6853 Stat Packages/Data Management & Data Analysis 

o PUBH 6252 Epidemiologic Methods 2 Advanced Epidemiologic Methods 

mailto:jtielsch@gwu.edu
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● Plan and design epidemiologic studies including observational and experimental designs 

Relevant courses: 

o PUBH 6247 Epidemiologic Methods 1: Design of Health Studies 

o PUBH 6252 Epidemiologic Methods 2: Advanced Epidemiologic Methods 

● Interpret and critique research and best practices to inform the development of evidence-based 

solutions for global health challenges. 

Relevant courses: 

o PUBH 6486 Global Health Programs and Approaches to the Control of Infectious 

Diseases 

o PUBH 6492 Global Health Programs and Approaches to the Control of Chronic Diseases 

o PUBH 6047 Systematic Reviews to Synthesize Evidence in Public Health Practice 

● Analyze multilevel determinants in global health problems that form the basis for disease control 

strategies and interventions. 

Relevant courses: 

o PUBH 6486 Global Health Programs and Approaches to the Control of Infectious 

Diseases 

o PUBH 6492 Global Health Programs and Approaches to the Control of Chronic Diseases 

● Apply multidisciplinary perspectives to identify, analyze, and address global health challenges. 

Relevant courses: 

o PUBH 6400 Global Health Frameworks 

o PUBH 6492 Global Health Programs and Approaches to the Control of Chronic Diseases 

● Analyze the ethical issues of global health programs, policies and research. 

Relevant courses: 

o PUBH 6416 Ethical and Cultural Issues in Global Health Research and Programs  

o PUBH 6423 Ethics in Public Health Practice and Policy 
 

Graduation Requirements: 

All students accepted to this MPH program must follow the policies and regulations outlined in the GW 

Bulletin and the GWSPH Student Handbook. This includes, but is not limited to: 

• Minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) 

• Minimum Course Grades 

• Continuous Enrollment 

• Maximum Time to Degree 

• Required Minimum Degree Credits 

• Transfer Credit Policy 

• CITI Training  

• Integrity Quiz and Plagiarism  

• Professional Enhancement (PE) Hours 

• Interprofessional Education (IPE) Experience 

• Applied Practice Experience (Practicum) 

• Culminating Experience (e.g., CE) 

 

Please make sure to follow the program guide for the academic year in which you matriculated into the 

program. 

 

MPH students who select the MPH in Global Health Epidemiology and Disease Control enroll in Core 

Courses (19 credits), Program-Specific Courses (17 credits), and general electives (9 credits). The total 45 

credit degree program includes a Culminating Experience (2 credits) where students apply their didactic 

education in a real-world setting. 

https://bulletin.gwu.edu/public-health/
https://bulletin.gwu.edu/public-health/
https://publichealth.gwu.edu/resources-students
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Department of Global Health 

 

Master of Public Health 

Global Health Epidemiology and Disease Control 

 

Program-at-a Glance  

2026-2027 

 

Course# Required Core Course Credits Semesters Offered 

Residential Online 

PUBH 6002 Biostatistical Applications for Public Health 3 Fall, Sp, Sum All 
PUBH 6003 Principles and Practice of Epidemiology 3 Fall, Sp, Sum All 
PUBH 6007 Social and Behavioral Approaches to Public Health 2 Fall, Sp, Sum All 
PUBH 6009 Fundamentals of Program Evaluation  

(Prerequisite: 6007) 

2 Fall, Sp, Sum All 

PUBH 6011 Environmental and Biological Foundations of Public 

Health 

3 Fall, Sp, Sum All 

PUBH 6012 Fundamentals of Health Policy 2 Fall, Sp, Sum All 
PUBH 6021 Essentials of Public Health Practice and Leadership I 1 Fall, Sp, Sum All 

PUBH 6022 Essentials of Public Health Practice and Leadership II 

(Prerequisite: PUBH 6021) 

1 Fall, Sp, Sum All 

PUBH 6023 Interprofessional Education Experience 0 Fall, Sp, Sum All 
PUBH 6418 GH Culminating Experience I: Proposal Development 

(prerequisite 6002, 6003, 6400, 6853; corequisite 6247, 

6416/6423, 6486, 6492) 

1 Fall, Sp, Sum  

PUBH 6419 GH Culminating Experience II (prerequisite 6418, 

6416/6423, 6486, 6492) 

1 Fall, Sp, Sum  

PUBH 6000 MPH Applied Practice Experience  

(Prerequisite: 6002, 6003, 6021, 6400, 6416 OR 6423, 

6247, 6853) 

0 Fall, Sp, Sum n/a 

Total Core Credits 19 

Course # Required Departmental and Program Courses Credits Semesters Offered 

Residential Online 

PUBH 6400 Global Health Frameworks 2 Fall Fall, Sp2 

PUBH 6247 Epidemiologic Methods I: Design of Health Studies 3 Fall, Sp  

PUBH 6252 Epidemiologic Methods II: Advanced Epidemiologic 

Methods (Prerequisite: PUBH 6247) 
3 

Fall, Sp  

PUBH 6853 Stat Packages/ Data Management & Data Analysis 3 Fall, Sp  

PUBH 6416 
 

OR 

PUBH 6243 

Ethical and Cultural Issues in Global Health Research 

and Programs 

OR 

PUBH 6423: Ethics in Public Health Practice & Policy 

1 Fall, Spr, 

Summer 

 

PUBH 6047 Systematic Reviews to Synthesize Evidence in Public 

Health Practice* 

 

*Students may enroll in any of the following one-credit 

courses during any semester to fulfill this technical skill 

requirement: 

PUBH 6850: Introduction to SAS for PH Research 

PUBH 6851: Introduction to R for PH Research 

PUBH 6852: Introduction to Python for PH Research 

1 Fall  
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PUBH 6863: Applied Meta-Analysis 

PUBH 6486 Global Health Programs and Approaches to the Control 

of Infectious Diseases (Prerequisite: PUBH 6003) 

2 Fall Sum, Sp1 

PUBH 6492 Global Health Programs and Approaches to the Control 

of Chronic Diseases (Prerequisite: PUBH 6400, 6003) 

2 Fall  

Total Department and Program Required Credits 

 

17 

Course # Elective Courses Credits Semesters Offered 

Residential Online 

 A minimum of 9 credits - any PUBH graduate course 

(6000-level or higher; see examples below) 

   

Total Elective Credits 

 

9 

Total Degree Credits 45 
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The Department of Global Health 

Global Health Epidemiology and Disease Control MPH Program Course Mapping Example 

2026-2027 
The following are advising tips relating to course sequencing: 

● All students must take PUBH 6400 Global Health Frameworks, PUBH 6003 Principles and Practice of Epidemiology, and PUBH 6002 

Biostatistical Applications for Public Health during their first fall semester. These are prerequisites for many required and elective 

courses. Failure to take these courses in your first semester will delay your plan of study. 

● PUBH 6247 Design of Health Studies is a prerequisite for PUBH 6252 Advanced Epidemiological Methods 

● PUBH 6003 Principles and Practices of Epidemiology and PUBH 6400 Global Health Frameworks are prerequisites for PUBH 6486 

Global Health Programs and Approaches to the Control of Infectious Diseases and 

● PUBH 6003 Principles and Practices of Epidemiology and PUBH 6400 Global Health Frameworks are prerequisites for PUBH 6492 

Global Health Programs and Approaches to the Control of Chronic Diseases 
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The Global Health Epidemiology and Disease Control program contains a total of 9 elective credits that can be chosen from any PUBH graduate-

level course. Elective courses are often offered once per year, so students should plan which courses to take in advance. The ‘Elective Course(s)’ 

credits listed in the below course maps indicate the suggested distribution of these elective credits, but students can choose to distribute them 

however they feel fit. Students are advised to work with their advisor when deciding on electives. 
 

The following is a non-exhaustive list of residential and online electives that GH Epidemiology students have taken in the past:  

1 Credit 2 Credits 3 Credits 

● PUBH 6231 Epidemiology of Drug and 

Vaccine Safety 

● PUBH 6234 Epidemiologic Methods in 

Neglected Tropical Disease Control 

● PUBH 6238 Molecular Epidemiology 

● PUBH 6239 Epidemiology of Foodborne 

and Waterborne Diseases  

● PUBH 6240 Pediatric HIV/AIDS 

● PUBH 6243 Topics in Clinical Epidemiology 

and Public Health: Reading the Research 

● PUBH 6262 Introduction to Geographic 

Information Systems  

● PUBH 6269 Reproductive Epidemiology  

● PUBH 6270 HIV/AIDS Surveillance  

● PUBH 6487 Emerging Zoonotic and Global 

Food Production  

● PUBH 6128 Global Environmental and Occupational 

Health 

● PUBH 6132 Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) in 

Low-Income Countries  

● PUBH 6230 Epidemiology of Psychiatric Disorders 

● PUBH 6140 Global Climate Change and Air Pollution 

● PUBH 6241 Nutritional Epidemiology 

● PUBH 6242 Clinical Epidemiology and Public Health: 

Reading the Research  

● PUBH 6244 Cancer Epidemiology  

● PUBH 6245 Infectious Disease Epidemiology  

● PUBH 6250 Epidemiology of HIV/AIDS  

● PUBH 6255 Organization Responses to the Local, 

National, and Global HIV/AIDS Epidemics  

● PUBH 6259 Epidemiology Surveillance in Public Health  

● PUBH 6275 Essential Public Health Laboratory Skills   

● PUBH 6279 Next Generation Sequencing Laboratory Skills  

● PUBH 6450 Global Health Diplomacy 

● PUBH 6480 Public Health in Humanitarian Settings  

● PUBH 6481 Global Mental Health  

● PUBH 6484 Prevention and Control of Vector Borne 

Diseases  

● PUBH 6534 Community-Based Participatory Research 

● PUBH 6563 Global Child Health  

● PUBH 6276 Public Health 

Microbiology 

● PUBH 6278 Public Health Virology 

● PUBH 6291 Infection and Immunity  

● PUBH 6455 Global Vaccinology 

● PUBH 6861 Public Health Genomics  
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Example 1: This schedule is fast paced and suggested for students that are confident in their academic and quantitative abilities. This 

schedule allows for students to spend their final spring semester working domestically or abroad. 

 
1st year Fall 1st year Spring 1st year Summer 

 Credits  Credits  Credits 

6400 Global Health Frameworks 
2 

6007 Social & Behavioral Approaches to 
Health 

2 
6009 Fundamentals of Program 
Evaluation 

2 

6002 Biostatistical Applications for 

Public Health 
3 

6247 Epidemiologic Methods 1 Design 

of Health Studies 
3 

6011 Environmental and Biological 

Foundations of Public Health 
3 

6003 Principles and Practice of 

Epidemiology 
3 

6853 Stat Packages/Data Management & 

Data Analysis 
3 Elective(s) 2 

6012 Fundamentals of Health Policy 
2 Elective(s) 3 

  

6021 Essentials of Public Health Practice 

and Leadership I 
1 

6022 Essentials of Public Health Practice 

and Leadership II 
1 

**Eligible to do your MPH Applied 

Practice Experience 

 

 

Ethics requirement (6416 or 6243) 1     

Total semester credits 12 Total semester credits 12 Total semester credits 7 

2nd year Fall 2nd year Spring 2nd year Summer 

6252 Epidemiologic Methods 2 

Advanced Epidemiologic Methods 
3 

6419 GH Culminating Experience I 
1 

 

Many students choose to finish their 

CE or practical hours over the 

summer. 

 

6486 Global Health Programs and 
Approaches to the Control of Infectious 
Diseases 

 

2 

6023 Interprofessional Education 

Experience 

 

0 

6492 Global Health Programs and 

Approaches to the Control of Chronic 

Diseases 

 

2 

 

Elective(s) 

 

2 

6418 GH Culminating Experience I: 

Proposal Development 
1 

    

6047 Systematic Reviews to Synthesize 

Evidence in Public Health Practice 

1     

Elective(s) 2     
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Total semester credits 11 Total semester credits 3 Total semester credits  

 

 

 

 

Example 2: This schedule is slower paced and recommended for students that are working more, just returning to school, or would 

generally enjoy a slower paced program. 

 
1st year Fall 1st year Spring 1st year Summer 

 Credits  Credits  Credits 

6400 Global Health Frameworks 2 
Ethics requirement (6416 or 6243) 1 6011 Environmental and Biological 

Foundations of Public Health 
3 

6002 Biostatistical Applications for 

Public Health 
3 

6247 Epidemiologic Methods 1 Design of 

Health Studies 
3 Elective(s) 2 

6003 Principles and Practice of 

Epidemiology 
3 

6853 Stat Packages/Data Management & 

Data Analysis 
3 

6022 Essentials of Public Health 

Practice and Leadership II 
1 

6021 Essentials of Public Health Practice 

and Leadership I 
1 

6007 Social & Behavioral Approaches to 

Health 
2 

**Eligible to do your MPH Applied 

Practice Experience 
 

 

Total semester credits 9 Total semester credits 9 Total semester credits 6 

2nd year Fall 2nd year Spring 2nd year Summer 

6252 Epidemiologic Methods 2 

Advanced Epidemiologic Methods 
3 

6012 Fundamentals of Health Policy 2 6419 GH Culminating Experience II 
1 

6486 Global Health Programs and 
Approaches to the Control of Infectious 
Diseases 

 

2 

6009 Fundamentals of Program Evaluation  
2 

6023 Interprofessional Education 

Experience 

 

0 

6492 Global Health Programs and 

Approaches to the Control of Chronic 

Diseases 

 

2 

6418 GH Culminating Experience I: 

Proposal Development 

 

1 

  

6047 Systematic Reviews to Synthesize 

Evidence in Public Health Practice 

1 Elective(s)  
5 

  

Elective(s) 2 
    

Total semester credits 10 Total semester credits 10 Total semester credits 1 
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Example 3: Part-time student schedule. This schedule is recommended for part-time students. We recommend that students who will be 

working full- time attend the program part-time. 

 
1st year Fall 1st year Spring 1st year Summer 

 Credits  Credits  Credits 

6400 Global Health Frameworks 2 6002 Biostatistical Applications for 

Public Health 

3 6011 Environmental and Biological 

Foundations of Public Health 
3 

6003 Principles and Practice of 

Epidemiology 

3 6247 Epidemiologic Methods 1 Design 

of Health Studies 

3 6007 Social & Behavioral Approaches 

to Health 
2 

6021 Essentials of Public Health 

Practice and Leadership I 

1     

Total semester credits 6 Total semester credits 6 Total semester credits 5 

2nd year Fall 2nd year Spring 2nd year Summer 

6486 Global Health Programs and 

Approaches to the Control of Infectious 

Diseases 

 

2 

6853 Stat Packages/Data Management & 

Data Analysis 

 

3 

6012 Fundamentals of Health Policy: 

Public Health and Healthcare 

 

2 

6492 Global Health Programs and 

Approaches to the Control of Chronic 

Diseases 

 

2 
Ethics requirement (6416 or 6243) 1 6009 Fundamentals of Program 

Evaluation 

 

2 

Elective(s) 2 Elective(s) 2 6022 Essentials of Public Health 

Practice and Leadership II 
1 

    **Eligible to do your MPH Applied 

Practice Experience 

 

 

Total semester credits 6 Total semester credits 6 Total semester credits 5 

3rd year Fall 3rd year Spring 3rd year Summer 

6252 Epidemiologic Methods 2 

Advanced Epidemiologic Methods 

3 6418 GH Culminating Experience I: 

Proposal Development 

1 6419 GH Culminating Experience II 
1 

6047 Systematic Reviews to Synthesize 

Evidence in Public Health Practice 

 

1 

Elective(s)  

3 

  

Elective(s) 2 6023 Interprofessional Education 

Experience 

0   

Total semester credits 6 Total semester credits 4 Total semester credits 1 

 

 


