
Designing Engaging Posters



What to Expect

1. Poster design basics and best practices

2. Making your poster accessible

3. The anatomy of a poster

4. How to submit a print request to CREATE



Research Poster Basics

● A poster should be a distilled version of your research paper

● Cater your content to your audience and their knowledge level

● A good poster should be attention grabbing and quickly 

communicate what your research is about



Research Poster Best Practices

● Try using figures instead 

of text

● Show a little personality

● Don’t be afraid to 

incorporate new tech 

Bar chart from 
equalizedigital.com



Accessibility



Making Your Poster Accessible

● Text size and font should be easily read

● Text color should contrast enough with background colors

● Make sure color palette is color blind safe



Checking Text Contrast and Color Palette

color.adobe.com/create/color-accessibility



Use More Than Just Colors

Image from equalizedigital.com

● Try adding textures to your 

figures

● This will help your 

audience discern data 

more easily



Anatomy of a Poster



Title

● Descriptive and prominent

● Quickly communicate what your research is about

● Can be an interesting question or allude to new findings



Text

● Organized into sections with section headers

● Don’t paste your whole paper onto your poster!
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Figures, Graphics, & Images

● Visualize and illustrate data and concepts

● Great way to avoid having just text on the page
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White Space

● Don’t be afraid to have blank space on your poster

● Makes your poster feel less cramped

● Allows your audience to take breaks between sections
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How to Submit a Print to CREATE



Preparing to Submit a Print Request

● Research poster printing at the CREATE Digital Studio is free

● Make sure the digital file of your poster is the correct size

● Submit your print request early



Submitting a Large Format Print Request

go.gwu.edu/create






